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We use an Adaptive Global DEIB Framework 

Based on CMUQ 
Community Needs

Culturally & Regionally 
Responsive

Globally Minded 



DEIB Framework Supports our Research Office Strategy 

● Partnering with and amplifying regional research  

● Responding to regional and local research needs and priorities 

● Accessible scientific communication strategies 
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In-house Undergraduate Research Journal 

● Peer-Reviewed

● Mentored

● Multidisciplinary 
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We do research on accessible & wide-audience research genres 

● Plain Language Summaries (PLS)
 

● Graphical Abstracts & Video Abstracts

● PLS & Research Posters 

● Effectiveness of assertion-based headings

Dreher, K. (2023). From technical reporter to 
personal guide: A comparison of plain 
language summaries and abstracts in 
scientific journals. In Corpora and Rhetorically 
Informed Text Analysis: The diverse applications 
of DocuScope (pp. 214-238). John Benjamins 
Publishing Company.

Also see: 
Dreher (2021); 
Dreher & Willerton (2024); 
Dreher & Willerton (2025).
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We do research on accessible & wide-audience research genres 

● Plain Language Summaries (PLS)
 

● Graphical Abstracts & Video Abstracts

● PLS & Research Posters 

● Effectiveness of assertion-based headings

Ongoing project: Using accessible genres in the 
research development and dissemination process for 
novice researchers. 

(Dreher, Pessoa, Mitchell, & Gomez Laich)

PLS Research Poster & 
Presentation



What about 
Graphical Abstracts?

We do research on accessible & wide-audience research genres 

Research shows assertion-based 
headings are preferred & more 

effective 

We hope to further this research with journals 
with global audiences. Are you interested in 
collaborating with us? 

● Plain Language Summaries (PLS)
 

● Graphical Abstracts & Video Abstracts

● PLS & Research Posters 

● Effectiveness of assertion-based headings
(Wolfe, 2024)

We welcome your interest!



We support incubation events toward successful research proposals 
and navigating our local, regional, and global audiences 

Research 
communication

Feasibility & 
scope

Research 
dissemination 



We make visible the Research Office and DEIB overlaps.

DEIB and 
Sustainability 
research grant 
development  

DEIB and Sustainability 
(SDGs) research awards at 
our research symposiums

Workshops on 
accessibility in 
research and 
publications



In sum, the Research Office, DEIB Office, and technical 
communication scholarship work together to localize and 
globalize our campus research. 

Thank you! 

Kira Dreher, PhD  

Associate Dean for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging
Assistant Teaching Professor, English (Rhetoric & Technical Communication) 
Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar

kadreher@andrew.cmu.edu

Collaborate with me!


